
Governor Shapiro proposed an historic investment in public education that serves as
a down payment on rectifying the decades of neglect that have shortchanged Black
and Brown children and children experiencing poverty. 

We support the Governor’s $1.1B funding allocation, which includes nearly $900M in
a new formula in direct response to the court ruling.

We also support increased funding for special education, sustainable school
facilities funding, as well as myriad other items included in the budget proposals,
including student teacher stipends. 
Further, we call for a multi-year plan to ensure that the Commonwealth Court’s
ruling is implemented with fidelity and closes the more than $5B adequacy gap.
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M E E T I N G  T H E  M O M E N T :  I N V E S T I N G  I N
P U B L I C  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  R E J E C T I N G
V O U C H E R  S C H E M E S  I N  P E N N S Y L V A N I A

C O N T E X T
On February 7, 2023, Judge Renée Cohn Jubelirer ruled definitively on an issue that
we have argued for years: the way we fund public education in our Commonwealth is
unconstitutional. It is immoral. And Judge Jubelirer has now, with finality, ordered
Executive and Legislative branches of government to address this decades-long
system of neglect. 

U R G E N T  N E E D

R E J E C T I O N  O F  V O U C H E R S
Our organizations wholeheartedly support a true investment agenda in public
education and reject any form of voucher expansion. We urge you to review the
NCPE one pager attached. More information on reverse.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/582f7c15f7e0ab3a3c7fb141/t/63e2aa4b2e03327a1aae37f4/1675799115545/Voucher+Toolkit+TPs.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/582f7c15f7e0ab3a3c7fb141/t/63e2aa4b2e03327a1aae37f4/1675799115545/Voucher+Toolkit+TPs.pdf


Voucher programs often discriminate against students.
Vouchers go, half the time, to students whose families earn
more than $200,000.
Vouchers go, a majority of the time, to students already
attending private schools.
Vouchers do, unequivocally, underperform and decimate
public education–the research is clear.

What Vouchers Do:

Vouchers do not reinvest in a system of public education that
for decades has been underfunded.
Vouchers do not provide desperately needed resources for all
students across the Commonwealth regardless of their race,
their gender identity, their religion, or their disability.
Vouchers do not remediate the toxic school buildings that
are quite literally poisoning our young people.                     
Vouchers do not actually address student outcomes and
achievement.
Vouchers certainly do not address the inequities in school
funding that they are purported to address.

What Vouchers Do Not Do:
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It is incumbent upon every lawmaker in our great
Commonwealth: every State Representative, every State
Senator, and Governor Josh Shapiro to double down on their
commitment to enacting what Judge Jubelirer ordered in
her definitive ruling. Our children deserve nothing less.

1  edvoterspa.org/tax-payer-funded-vouchers/
2 pfps.org/assets/uploads/SPLC_ELC_PFPS_2023Report_Final.pdf
3 ncpecoalition.org/voucher-recipients
4 brookings.edu/articles/research-on-school-vouchers-suggests-concerns-ahead-
for-education-savings-accounts/

Urgency of the Moment:

Electronic Distribution

https://edvoterspa.org/tax-payer-funded-vouchers/
https://pfps.org/assets/uploads/SPLC_ELC_PFPS_2023Report_Final.pdf


Document via NCPE (ncpecoalition.org)




